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[Abstract]

This study explores the success trends of Korean television dramas by channel type since the mid-2010s, a period marked by
the rising prominence of over-the-top (OTT) platforms. An integrated metadata set of 1,155 terrestrial, general-programming, cable,
and OTT dramas aired between 2014 and 2025 was constructed to analyze time-series changes in production volume, performance,
and genre diversity by channel type and to examine personnel variables through hierarchical logistic regression. The analysis
shows that channel-type performance trends diverged asymmetrically, with terrestrial broadcasters declining while
general-programming and cable channels rose, and that a hierarchical logistic regression controlling for airing period and
scheduling type found the participation of experienced writers and directors, conceptualized as a behavioral trace of programming
and planning, to be systematically associated with drama success. This suggests that the performance gap across channel types
cannot be reduced to external cost and market factors alone, and is tied to the decision-making dimension of programming and
planning. The significance of this study lies in empirically demonstrating through metadata analysis that the “K-drama crisis” is

not a uniform industry-wide crisis but a channel-specific trend.
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Table 1. Operational definitions of variables included in the
hierarchical logistic regression

Variable Variable Operational definition
type (measurement)
Dependent Hit status Terrestrial average rating of 10%
or higher (8% threshold sensitivity
test)
Control Year trend Continuous year variable
(2014-2025)

Control Post-2016 1 for dramas aired in 2016 or

later; O otherwise

Control Weekend Drama | 1 for Saturday/Sunday drama; 0O

(Dummy) otherwise
Control Daily Drama 1 for daily drama; O otherwise
(Dummy)
Behavioral Experienced 1 if credited with two or more
writer works in the dataset, irrespective
of prior hit performance; 0
otherwise
Behavioral Experienced 1 if credited with two or more
director works in the dataset, irrespective
of prior hit performance; 0
otherwise
Behavioral Rookie writer 1 if the writer was first observed in
the dataset; O otherwise
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Fig. 1. Annual drama production volume by channel type
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E2 MY Y 7 =20 AE HE Table 3. Trend in average ratings by channel type

Table 2. Annual drama production volume by channel type (2014~2025)
Year Terrestrial | General—-prog. Cable oTT Year Terrestrial General-prog. Cable
2014 56 8 17 0 2014 15.09 2.71 2.62
2015 63 6 17 0 2015 13.67 2.42 3.59
2016 58 7 17 0 2016 15.00 2.51 6.21
2017 61 7 20 0 2017 12.95 5.54 4.46
2018 57 20 32 1 2018 11.27 4.70 5.82
2019 50 19 27 4 2019 11.53 4.09 4.68
2020 40 18 27 5 2020 10.14 5.69 6.72
2021 37 18 26 16 2021 11.61 5.59 5.90
2022 36 17 24 39 2022 9.57 6.70 6.21
2023 31 17 22 36 2023 9.91 8.18 5.54
2024 30 16 15 38 2024 9.37 4.96 8.37
2025 33 14 20 33 2025 6.92 7.23 4.59
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a3 2. xH 4 °°iﬂé %é i Iﬂ% 30/(2014~2025)
Fig. 2. Trend in average ratings by channel type (2014~2025)

E4. M2 nEdE g0 AIHE H3K2014 vs 2024)
Table 4. Change in average ratings by channel type (2014 vs

2024)
Channel type 2014 2024 Change
Terrestrial 15.09% 9.37% -37.90%
General—-prog. 2.711% 4.96% +83.02%
Cable 2.62% 8.37% +219.46%
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AR AAE A Ao} ATt dE £ 558 F7t
3} Model £ T2 LR x4(3)=28.9(p<.001) 2.2 e}

1

2] 3] . McFadden pseudo-R?= 0.17004 0.2100.2
A+ }04 BA el AyEo] folshA Fr1Ee gl
T AATh

TAAH o w AY 27te] Fols F& SAko] of 2,54
& A3} A#EJaL(OR=2.47, p<.001), A& 752 Fol=
T ko] oF 2.0W] =2 A ATHAHOR=2.00,
.006). SHE AAZS 8% vlFo] B413 Ao
A o] FAHJ. F A7]16k BAELS SAT FHol=
Y A7}-7E0] #Holv) T8 A|A R o2 AfEn, o=

A7F 9 aRlwke] AhEe] opdel Wi oAb 212l
#eo] UeS BolErh vk o g Aol Ad
F A3 ARbA) AR AsheAs Y 8 AAS £

[e)
& 24 B3 152 Bask vk

olv
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2 N
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ko3
RSN

E 5. XAkuh S8 o ol th3t SN 2XIAE 33
Table 5. Hierarchical logistic regression on terrestrial hit

status
Variable Model 1 OR Model 2 OR
Year trend 0.85""" 0.87""
Post-2016 0.88 0.80
Wee(lE)eunr:nE);sima 10.73"" 7 89"
Daily Drama (Dummy) 5.22""" 4.60™"
Experienced writer - 2477
Experienced director - 2.00™"
Rookie writer - 1.22
McFadden pseudo—Rz 0.170 0.210

Note. N = 524 (terrestrial, 2014~2025). Dependent variable = hit
status (average rating of 10% or higher). Coefficients are odds
ratios (OR). Incremental LR chi-square(3) = 28.9, p < .001. "'p <
.05, "p <.01, ""p <.001.
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