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[Abstract]

This study aimed to examine how Hallyu-based transnational intimacy is formed, negotiated, and verified through MEEFF, a
dating and language-exchange app, by analyzing Indonesian-language Google Play reviews and interviews with Indonesian women
who had interacted with Korean men. Drawing on J.B. Thompson’s interactional theory of communication media, especially mediated
online interaction and the distinction between front and back regions, the results of this study show that MEEFF makes multiple
distant others searchable through profiles, nationality and distance filters, matching, chat, translation, video calls, and movement to
other messengers. The review data reveal both positive experiences of transnational intimacy, such as Korean friends, “oppa,”
long-distance relationships, and engagement; and negative experiences involving fake profiles, sexual messages, scams, and concealed
relationship status. The interview data further show that Indonesian women do not simply accept Hallyu fantasies but verify profiles,
screen conversations, negotiate risks, and decide whether to continue or stop relationships. The findings of this study argue that

romantic imaginaries are reconstructed through the interplay of Hallyu fantasy, platform affordances, and hidden relational conditions.
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Table 1. J.B. Thompson'’s types of interaction

Direction of

e Interaction SEmiples
Face—-to—-Face . Recprocgl In—person meeting,
X interaction in a .
Interaction dating
shared space
Mediated Interaction One-to-one, Telephone, email,
dialogical private chat

Mediated
Quasi—interaction

One—-to—many,
mainly monological

TV, newspapers,
books, dramas

SNS, online
networks, public
posts, comments,
reactions

Mediated Online
Interaction

Many-to—many,
dialogical
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Table 2. Concepts of front region and back region and
mediated online interaction in dating apps

Category Characteristics Examples

— Selected profile photo

— Self-introduction

— Occupation, hobbies,
and language ability

- Messages

The area that users
selectively construct
and manage in order
to present themselves
to others

Front Region

— Actual purpose of the
relationship
Simultaneously
chatting with other
users
Family opposition to
international marriage
— Actual attitudes toward
religion and marriage
— Hidden information
related to occupation or
marital status
— Sexual intention

The area of life,
behavior, or
information that is
incompatible with the
image presented in
the front region or is
kept hidden from
others

Back Region
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Table 3. Codebook for MEEFF app review collection

Category Subcategory Description
Technical Access
and Account
Platform — Technical and
Advertising and : "
Infrastructure and . economic conditions of
h Paid Features
Operation the app
Operation and
Customer Support
Matching, Filters, Functions that enable
and relationship
Interaction Recommendations | possibilities, such as
Affordances T matching, filters,
Communication chatting, and
Functions translation
Romance and
Intimacy Relationship

Transnational imaginaries related to

Korea and Hallyu

Intimacy and friendship, language
Hallyu Language exchange, romance,
Exchange and Korea, and Hallyu
Friendship

Profile Authenticity
Safety and Risk

Culture and
Religion

Fake profiles, scams,
sexual messages, and
cultural or religious
differences

Relational Risk and
Back—Region
Exposure
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Table 4. Interview data collection

Participant . '
Category (Pseldonymm) Year of Birth Interview Method
Interview 1 Dewi 1999 Face-to-Face
Interview
Interview 2 Rina 2001 Face-to-Face
Interview
Interview 3 Putri 2002 Face-to-Face
Interview
Interview 4 Sari 1999 Written Interview
Interview 5 Ayu 2001 Written Interview
Interview 6 Laras 2002 Written Interview
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Table 5. Keyword search results related to mediated online
interaction in MEEFF reviews

Number of
Analytical Main Search Reviews % of Total
Dimension Keywords (Non—-Mutually Reviews
Exclusive)
Multiple and
Many—to—Many multinational 63 5 49
Orientation counterpart
orientation
Distance,
Long—Dlsltanlce Iocaltlon, 210 7.9%
Communication | long—distance
communication
Conversation o
and chatting 221 8.6%
Swipe,
matching, and 118 4.5%
likes
Social Media | Profile and bio 115 4.3%
and Diallogical Translation and o8 1 1%
Functions language e
Movement to
messengers 16 0.6%
and social
media
Video and calls 14 0.5%
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Table 6. Examples of mediated online interaction in dating
apps

Mediated Online
Interaction
Function

Interview and Review Excerpts

“I did not use the app only to meet Koreans, so
| set it up without restricting nationality and
tried to talk to people regardless of nationality.
However, since | wrote my profile in Korean
and mentioned that | could speak Korean,
most of the people who tried to talk to me were
Korean, and | eventually dated a Korean
boyfriend.” (Dewi, Interview 1)

Many—to—Many
Orientation

“| am Indonesian, and | have a Korean
boyfriend. | will meet my boyfriend next year.”

Long-Distance | (App Review Case)

Communication | “After chatting on MEEFF, we connected

through KakaoTalk, and later he came to
Indonesia to meet me.” (App Review Case)

“If you press ‘like’ there, and the other person
also presses ‘like,” then you get matched.
After chatting through the app, people often
move to a personal messenger such as
Social Media and | KakaoTalk.” (Dewi, Interview 1)

Dialogical

X “My Korean male friends often send me
Functions

photos of their surroundings.” (App Review
Case)

“I made a Korean friend, and | had a video call
with him.” (App Review Case)
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Table 7. Examples of Hallyu-based transnational intimacy in
MEEFF reviews and interviews

Subcategory Review or Interview Excerpt

Korea and Hallyu; “You really should download it. It is very

Extiggnuaeg;nd good. | made a Korean friend.”
1ange (App Review Case)
Friendship

Korea and Hallyu: “Thanks to this app, | made many friends,

Language and the good thing is that | got a Korean
Exchange and | qiend ” (App Review Case)
Friendship Y ’ PR

Korea and Hallyu;
Romance and
Intimacy

“I am so happy that | can talk on the phone
with a Korean oppa.” (App Review Case)

Korea and Hallyu;
Romance and

Intimacy; “| found many Korean friends, and | even got

Language a crush from Seoul.” (App Review Case)
Exchange and

Friendship

“My interest in Korean culture made me want
to become friends with Korean people. The
world portrayed in Korean dramas looked
very appealing, and | wondered whether it
would be possible to date someone from a
culture very different from my own. Since

Korea and Hallyu;
Romance and

Intimacy; dramas depict stories from everyday life, |
Language ; .
thought such relationships could also
Exchange and happen in reality. My expectations grew
Friendship po y. My exp Y

further because | had seen Indonesians who
eventually married Koreans. At the very least,
| hoped to become friends with Korean
people.” (Laras, Interview 6)

Korea and Hallyu;

Romance and “People who can become friends with

Intimacy; Koreans are really lucky. | think it would be

Language even better if | could have an ‘oppa
Exchange and boyfriend.”” (App Review Case)

Friendship

“I met a Korean man, had a long—distance
relationship, and got engaged. | found my
destiny here!” (App Review Case)

Korea and Hallyu;
Romance and
Intimacy
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Table 8. Examples of back-region exposure in MEEFF
reviews and interviews

Category Subcategory Review or Interview Excerpt
“I met my previous boyfriend
through the app. At that time, there
) were many people on the app who
Profile .
. sincerely wanted to date. But these
Authenticity
days, there are many strange
people, so | do not use it anymore.”
(Putri, Interview 3)
“Recently, there was even a married
man. | was always open to meeting
seriously and thinking about the
) future, but he kept emphasizing
Profile . : )
o that we were just ‘oppa’ and
Authenticity . ; ,
younger sister.” A week before we
were supposed to meet, | found out
that he was married.” (Dewi,
Interview 1)
“There are many Korean oppas, but
Profile there are also fake ones, and some
Authenticity; even write ‘perv’ in their
Safety and Risk | self-introduction.” (App Review
Case)
) “A Bangladeshi man pretended to
Profile be a Korean oppa.” (App Review
Authenticity ppa. Po
Case)
“There are many scammers,
Profile especially when searching for
Authenticity; Koreans. | thought he was Korean,
Safety and Risk | but he turned out to be from
India.” (App Review Case)
“The ratio of normal people to
) people with ulterior motives is
Relational :
i almost one to four. Those with
Risk and . . -
ulterior motives are surprisingly
Back— . i 2
Redi Profile good at deceiving others, so it is
egion o )
Authenticity; quite easy for them to move the
Exposure

Safety and Risk | conversation to personal
KakaoTalk. Even after moving to
KakaoTalk, | felt that | should not
share personal information too
easily.” (Sari, Interview 4)

“There are many sexual people, but
if you filter them out and add others
Safety and Risk | on KakaoTalk, you can also make

good Korean friends.”(App Review
Case)

“It is good that | can chat with
Safety and Risk | Koreans, but they talk too sexually.”
(App Review Case)

“When looking for an ‘oppa,’ do not
choose just anyone. There are
many sexual people.” (App Review
Case)

Safety and Risk

“Even if a good—looking Korean
asks to meet and treats you kindly,
he may have sexual intentions.”
(App Review Case)

Safety and Risk

“A guy | met through MEEFF invited
me to visit him and stay at his
apartment. | felt uncomfortable
because this was unfamiliar to me.
However, after getting to know
several other people, | came to
think that when someone asks for
more than simply getting to know
each other, it can be risky.”(Laras,
Interview 6)

Safety and Risk
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