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[Abstract]

This study examines changes in discourse on short-form content in South Korea from 2020 to 2025 using semantic network
analysis of news articles and academic publications. It explores how media and academic communities construct and interpret
short-form content within a shared media environment differently. Findings show that news discourse emphasizes technological and
industrial utilization, including platforms, artificial intelligence, and content diffusion, whereas academic discourse focuses on user
experience, behavioral intention, and effect verification. A yearly comparative analysis further confirms that news discourse has
shifted from an entertainment-oriented framing to technology-based applications, while academic research has gradually developed
theory-driven explanatory frameworks. The findings reveal structural differences in knowledge production and contribute to a

systematic understanding of the evolution of discourse on short-form content in digital media environments.
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Table 1. Annual distribution of collected data (2020-2025)
2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024 | 2025 | Total
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Table 2. Frequency analysis results o
(2020-2025)

News Articles Academic Publications
Word Freq. Word Freq.
Video 22,481 Content 376

Content 21,955 Video 296
Contest 13,915 TikTok 148

Al 10,904 Intention 137
TikTok 7,484 Advertising 130
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“This figure is presented in Korean because it was generated using
the Korean NLP(KoNLP) package in R.
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Fig. 1. Word cloud of short-form content (2020-2025)
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“This figure is presented in Korean because it was generated using
the KoNLP package in R.
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Fig. 2. Yearly word cloud of short-form content in news
articles
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“This figure is presented in Korean because it was generated using

the KoNLP package in R.
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Fig. 3. Yearly word cloud of short-form content in
academic publications
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Table 3. Major keywords and centrality measures in news
articles (2020-2025)

Keyword Degree Keyword Closeness
Al 18.000 Al 0.033
Video 12.000 Video 0.029
Contest 10.000 Content 0.026
Content 8.000 Production 0.023
Naver 6.000 Contest 0.023
News Keyword Eigenvector Keyword Betweenness
A 0875 n o 20000
Video 0.785 Video )
96.000
Content 0.678 Contest
: 66.000
Production 0.526 Naver
Contest 0.526 Content 44.000
’ 34.000

4-2 ojn|ZY 2o

1) 2020-20253, A=3} Ao Yehd ‘F T 9y
A v F 45
2020055 202510714 =] 12 REE tido R on|
QA S B8 a3 Ay Al ‘GA
Bl =" doln), ‘F171Q 7 Fa A o2 =EHIT} (R
3 0. AAFTA, HFTAA, olelAEFAA
A A7 Aol A ‘AT 9} ‘gAY o] =2 3hS BTk

FAERoH, olul, Ike, Hw, %, B, A
% SEEESNEN EICEPE )
EYEYIE= | A 8] wHow T+
Al

S RS R A e B

“This figure is presented in Korean because it was generated using

the KoNLP package in R.
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Fig. 4. Semantic network and cluster analysis of
short-form content in news articles (2020-2025)
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Table 4. Major keywords and centrality measures in

academic publications (2020-2025)

De- Close—
Keyword . Keyword —
Content 46.000 Content 0.032
Intention 26.000 Intention 0.024
Characteristics 18.000 | Characteristics 0.022
Purchase 12.000 Purchase 0.020
TikTok 12.000 TikTok 0.020
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ia Eigen— Between—
Keyword T Keyword e
Content 0.816 Content 211.532
Intention 0.665 Intention 96.824
Characteristics  0.534 Attitude 57.722
TikTok 0.521 | Characteristics 39.067
Video 0.502 Purchase 13.011
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“This figure is presented in Korean because it was generated using

the KoNLP package in R.
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Fig. 5. Semantic network and cluster analysis of
short-form content in academic publications
(2020-2025)
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