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[Abstract]

This paper analyzes the financial challenges of public broadcasters from a constitutional perspective, focusing on South Korea
and Germany. The rise of smartphones and “over-the-top (OTT)” platforms has weakened traditional broadcasters’ dominance. In
South Korea, the separation of license fee collection poses a significant threat to Korean Broadcasting System’s (KBS’s) financial
independence. In contrast, Germany upholds the independence and financial stability of public broadcasters as a constitutional
principle, ensuring public service sustainability and digital competitiveness through a strong license fee system. By comparing the
two cases, this paper underscores the need for policy measures to reinforce the financial independence and adaptability of public
broadcasters. It aims to propose strategies that enable public broadcasters to remain reliable providers of information and central

to democratic discourse and social cohesion in an increasingly digital and fragmented media environment.
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1. At 547 KBS £ ¢
Table 1. Key revenues of KBS over the past five years
(Unit: 100 million KRW)

Category 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
License Fee 6,705| 6,790| 6,863| 6,934 6,851
Advertisement 2,549 2,319 2,706| 2,642| 1,967
Others 5,312 5,233| 5,614| 5,729| 5,426
Total Revenue 14,566 | 14,342 | 15,083 | 15,305| 14,244
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HE 2. KBS 2023, 2024, 2025 oi|thled, 25 = MACHH|
24912023 KBS AYHIIE 11A4{(2023), 202542
KBS WFALZ &=X)
Table 2. KBS budget details for 2023, 2024, and 2025
(figures in parentheses indicate year-on-year

decrease)
(Unit: 100 million KRW)
Category 2023 2024 2025
Expenses 15,254 13,881 13,862
. 6,159 5,997
Production Costs 6,715 (=556) (<159)
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75% Ak ARTEAE ik 20221 669 YA
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Division
Production
Technology 66 44 54 32 14
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Description

€18.36/month per household
Backed by Federal Constitutional Court rulings

Flat fee for all households
KEF (Independent funding commission)

Over 92% nationwide

license fee system

Item
Amount
Payment Basis
Collection Rate
Oversight Body
Legal Basis

Table 7. Key features of Germany’s public broadcasting
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