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[Abstract]

This study aimed to investigate how the motives of the elderly to use smartphone impact social capital bonding and bridging
social capital. Data were collected from 88 elderly through in-person interviews. Results from general linear modeling (GLM)
reported significant interaction effects of gender and spousal status on the four motives of information-seeking, communication,
emotional care, and utility. Although smartphone use motives were higher among females with a spouse, they were also higher
among males without a spouse. After controlling for the effects of age, gender, and spousal status, the utility motive (5=.287,
p=.032) was found to significantly increase bonding social capital. In the case of bridging social capital, three motives
(communication (=249, p=.038), emotion management (5=-.226, p=.025), utility (=437, p<.001)) exerted a significant effect.

The main results of this research contribute to building practical strategies for improving the quality of life of the elderly.
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