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[Abstract]

This study conducted a diachronic analysis of presidential speeches, to examine the political discourse inherent in these texts.
A total of 9,113 speeches from Korean presidents were analyzed using frequency and network analysis, and topic modeling. The
findings revealed that key terms such as ‘people,” ‘government, ‘nation,” and ‘economy’ consistently appeared across all periods,
indicating the common political discourse in South Korea, such as ‘economic growth and development,” ‘security and defense,’
and ‘political reform and democracy.” While the speeches of conservative and progressive presidents highlight different political
priorities, with conservatives emphasizing ‘economic growth,” ‘national security,” and ‘diplomacy,” and progressives focusing on
‘inter-Korean relations,” ‘social welfare,” and ‘democracy,” environmental protection emerged as a consistent discourse since the
Lee Myung-bak administration. The key issues and social changes of each period are discussed in relation to the political

discourse.
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“The visualization of network analysis is shown instead of its
English one as translation could change the output.
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Fig. 4. Network analysis visualization 2

“The visualization of network analysis is shown instead of its
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“The visualization of network analysis is shown instead of its
English one as translation could change the output.
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Fig. 6. Network analysis visualization 4
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Fig. 8. Conservative topic modeling visualization
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Table 1. Result of topic modeling by president 1

Term President Num Topic

Anti-Communism and
National Defense

Emphasis on Liberal

1 1

2 2
Democracy
Rhee Syng—man 3 Identity Establishment and
|deology
3 4 Foreign Policy
Economic Reconstruction
5 ;
and Security
1 Restoration of Democracy
Regime Change and
2 X
Revolution
4 Yun Po-sun 3 Domestllcv and International
Crisis Response
4 Restoration of Social Order
5 Criticism of

Authoritarianism

2 wPgs], H37s, 193 AEE )5
%o Ao,

SR

m% FH

E 2 0j5¥E =5 293 24 23} 2
Table 2. Result of topic modeling by president 2

Term President Num Topic
Economic Development
5 1 TR
and Industrialization
6 5 Establishment of a
Self-Reliant Economy
Park Chung—hee 3 Social Stability and Control
4 National Survival and
7 Growth
5 Promotion of Heavy and
Chemical Industries
1 Political Transition and
Stability
2 Restoration of Social Order
) Continuing Economic
8 Choi Kyu-hah 3 Growth
4 National Unity and
Cooperation
5 Political Compromise and
Adjustment
9 y Maintenance of Social
Order
10 5 Economic Growth and
Stability
11 3 Authoritarian Governance
——1 Chun Doo—hwan - -
4 Security and National
Survival
12 Balancing Social Stability
5 and Economic
Development
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Table 3. Result of topic modeling by president 3

Term President Num Topic
’ Democratization and
Reform
5 Improvement of
Inter—Korean Relations
13 Roh Tae-woo 3 Peace and Reconciliation
4 Northern Policy and
Diplomacy
5 Economic Reform and
Transparency
Real-Name Financial
1 System and Economic
Reform
5 Globalization and
) Openness
14 Kim Young—sam -
3 Ensuring Transparency
4 Economic Growth and
Competitiveness
Promotion of Democracy
5
and Reform
1 Overcoming the IMF Crisis
5 Digitalization and
Globalization
3 Inter—Korean Reconciliation
15 Kim Dae—jung and Cooperation
4 Economic Recovery and
Structural Adjustment
5 Strengthening Social Safety
Nets
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Table 4. Result of topic modeling by president 4

Term President Num Topic
1 Participatory Democracy
5 Social Integration and

Inclusion

Political Reform and Civic

16 Roh Moo—hyun 3 Engagement
4 Economic Innovation and
Sustainability
5 Development of
Inter—Korean Relations
1 Green Growth
Technological Innovation
2 and Economic

Development

17 Lee Myung—bak 3

Environmental Protection
and Sustainability

Large—Scale Infrastructure

4 Projects
Enhancing Global
5 L
Competitiveness
y Creative Economy and
Innovation
5 Security and National

Defense

18 Park Geun—hye 3

Economic Growth and
Sustainability

Welfare and Social Safety

4 Nets
International Cooperation
5 A
and Diplomacy
1 Inclusive Growth and Social
Integration
Improvement of
2 Inter—Korean Relations and
Peace
19 Moon Jae—in Economic Innovgtion and
3 Technological
Development
4 Strengthening Social Safety
Nets
5 Environmental Protection

and Sustainability
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Table 5. Result of topic modeling by president 5

Term President Num Topic
’ Digital Economy and
Technological Innovation
International Cooperation
2 and Economic
Development
20 Yoon Suk-yeol 3 National Security and
Defense
4 Social Stability and
National Unity
5 Policy Reform and Rule of

Law

E 6. AVIE HXH HEo| Hst
Table 6. Changes in political discourse over time

Term President Content

1

2 Rhee Syng—man o1 mAA 20| A7

3

4 Yun Po—sun

5

6 Park Chung—hee

7

8 Choi Kyu—hah Atolstel 2R AR A7

9

10

» Chun Doo—hwan

12

13 Roh Tae—woo

14 Kim Young-sam | SIF5}olalim} 5 2| 7HM A|7]

15 Kim Dae—jung

16 Roh Moo-hyun

17 Lee Myung—bak Seusiol AlE £3 A7

18 Park Geun—hye

19 Moon Jae-in

20 Yoon Suk-yeol CIXE Aot SHal 4 M7 A7
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