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[Abstract]

This study analyzes the current management of digital cultural heritage in Korea by comparing Europeana, a European digital
cultural heritage platform, with Korea’s eMuseum. After reviewing the concepts and previous studies on digital cultural heritage,
the study compares the operational methods and functions of Europeana and eMuseum, using a SWOT analysis to assess each
system’s strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats. The findings reveal that Europeana excels in its extensive digital
collection, multilingual support, international standardization of metadata and copyright management, and global cooperation. In
contrast, eMuseum’s strengths include providing high-resolution images, expert-verified information, and free access through the
Korea Open Government License (KOGL) system. Both platforms require financial diversification to ensure sustainability, and
eMuseum should also focus on international copyright standardization, expanding multilingual support, and enhancing user
interfaces. These improvements will boost the efficiency and accessibility of Korea’s digital cultural heritage management and help

promote Korean cultural heritage globally.
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Table 1. Comparison analysis of Europeana and Korea’'s
eMuseum

Comparison
ltems

Europeana

eMuseum

Established in 2008 as
a digital cultural

Established in 2009
by the National

gigkarig:onrs heritage platform led Museum of Korea as
by the European Union | a Korean digital
cultural heritage site
Support for the digital | Providing digital
transformation of preservation and
cultural heritage, integrated search
Major Goals | promotion of functions for cultural

and Objectives

partnerships in the
digital cultural heritage
sector, development of
related policies

heritage information

Key Functions

Metadata integration,
thematic collections,
multilingual support
(more than 25
languages), powerful
search functions, etc.

Collection search,
national collection
status, eMuseum
story, do-it-yourself
exhibitions, eMuseum
news, MyPage
functions, etc.

Europeana Foundation

National Museum of

(EF), Europeana Korea and experts
Governance | Network Association from related
Model (ENA), Europeana cooperative
Aggregators' Forum institutions
(EAF)
More than 25 Korean
I_S:r?gpfe:;eeds languages (English,

French, German, etc.)

Database and

Over 58 million digital
objects from more
than 3,100 providers,
more than 17,000

2,581,377 public
collections and
2,885,155 images
from 360 public

Accessibility visits per day collection institutions,
1,755,560 downloads
of collections

Metadata Europeana Data Model | Cultural Heritage
Standardization | (EDM) Standard
Methods Management System
User Users can curate Users can curate and
Interaction collections and share display exhibitions
Features information
Archaeology, Art, Clothing, Food,
Fashion, Industrial Housing,
Heritage, Manuscripts, | Industry/Economy,
Maps, Migration, Transportation/Comm
Main Music, Natural History, |unication, Social Life,
Classification | Newspapers, Science/Technology,
Systems Photography, Sports, Military,
World War | Religion/Belief,
Culture/Art, Medicine,
Traditional Science,
Nature/Environment
Theme, media type, Search by museum
copyright, advanced type, region, era,
S search, filters (country, |image search,
earch i
Functions language, aggregator, detallepl see}rch
etc.) (material, size,
national heritage
designation, etc.)
RightsStatements.org Korea Open
collaboration for Government License
Copyright standardized and (KOGL) types for
Management | shared rights copyright
and License |metadata, use of management

Creative Commons
licenses
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Table 2. SWOT analysis of Europeana and Korea's eMuseum

Comparison Europeana eMuseum
ltems
Digital collection High—quality images,
curation, multilingual | reliable information,
support, metadata free use through
s standardization, KOGL
trengths .
copyright
management,
international
cooperation
Difficulty with Need for data
copyright laws, need updates, cooperation
for tech development, |issues with
Weaknesses | financial model institutions, mostly

challenges

Korean materials,
financial support
lacking

Opportunities

Global expansion, Al
and big data tech,
educational and
research programs

Multilingual support
expansion, VR/AR
tech, educational
programs

Legal complexities,
tech and security
issues, reduced public

Data security and
copyright issues,
reduced financial

Threats funding, uncertain support, lack of
cooperation promotion,
cooperation
difficulties
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