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[Abstract]

This study divided nursing students into high and low empathy groups and analyzed their differences in terms of critical
thinking tendencies, problem-solving abilities, and self-growth between the two groups. Data were collected from March 25 to
April 12, 2024, targeting nursing students in cities D and G. The data were analyzed for a total of 72 nursing students, with 33
in the upper group and 39 in the lower group. Among the general characteristics of the two groups, there was a significant
difference in major satisfaction (t = 5.919, p = .015). There were also significant differences in critical thinking tendency (t =
0.206, p < .000) and problem-solving ability (t = 0.142, p < .000) between the two groups, but there was no significant difference
in self-growth. Therefore, it is necessary to consider empathy factors when strengthening the critical thinking tendencies and
problem-solving abilities of nursing students.
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E 1. taRie] dui 54
Table 1. General Characteristics

(N=72)
Total High empathy Low empathy
Variable Categories (n=33) (n=39) t 0
n (%) n (%) n (%)
=20 5 (6.90) 3(9.09) 2(5.13) 0.434 5107
Age
21~25 67 (93.10) 0(90.91) 7 (94.87)
Years of study 2nd 28 (38.9) 12 (36.36) 6 (41.03) 0.163 .686
4h 44 (61.1) (63.64) 23 (58.97)
Major satisfaction Yes 9 (54.20) 3 (69.70) 6 (41.03) 5.919 .015
No 3 (45.80) 0 (30.30) 3 (58.97)
Grade 6 (8.30) 4 (12.10) 2(5.10) 1.869 .631
Reason Interest 8 (38.90) 14 (42.40) 4 (35.90)
for choosing major Solicitation 13 (18.10) 5 (15.20) 8 (20.50)
Employment 5 (34.70) 10 (30.30) 5 (38.50)
Clinical practice Yes 4 (61.10) 21 (63.64) 23 (58.97) 0.163 436
No 8 (38.90) 2 (36.36) 16 (41.03)
TFisher's Exact Test
E 2. (HARIel B2, HIBN AlDNE, 2AsZ5Y 2 ADI8Y HE
Table 2. Degree of critical thinking tendency, problem- solving ability, and self-growth
(N=72)
Variables High empathy (n=33) Low empathy (n=39)
M£SD Min Max M£SD Min Max
Critical thinking tendency 3.94+0.53 2.87 4.91 3.33%+0.37 2.52 4.52
Problem solving ability 2.78%0.59 1.00 3.90 2.11£0.76 1.00 413
Self growth 3.34%0.55 2.09 4.38 3.16%0.38 2.47 3.97
Min.=minimum, Max.=Maximum, SD=Standard Deviation.
H 3. CHatRfe| o|EHE AtndEr ExsiZs=s 2 AP|ME 1ol
Table 3. Differences in critical thinking tendency, problem- solving ability, and self-growth
(N=72)
Variables Al Srpetiy (=ee) Low crialy (=92) Mean difference t yel
M+SD M%SD
Critical thinking tendency 3.94+0.53 3.33%+0.37 0.61 0.206 <.000
Problem solving ability 2.78+0.59 2.11£0.76 0.67 0.142 <.000
Self growth 3.34%0.55 3.16%£0.38 0.18 0.046 .105
M= Mean, SD=Standard Deviation.
3) oAl HRd A 4 EANESE 2 A%
" ;(]—O]
° T AR 4 Aslgue viwd Aayy

Critical Problem
thinking solving
tendency ahility

Self-growth

=g High empathy
T8 1. iAMRel 32, o|EE Al M8 ZHsiEsE 3
ATl
Fig. 1. Differences in empathy, critical thinking tendency,
problem-solving ability, and self-growth

=—Low empathy
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