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[Abstract]

Recently, videos based on webtoons have become box office hits in the global market and have emerged as a core part of the
content industry. However, the webtoon industry is experiencing limitations in growth due to the decline in well-made works.
Hence, the development of webtoons with excellent narratives and directing are necessary for the continued growth of the webtoon
IP market. Therefore, research is needed on directing that applies focalization and identification to induce reader immersion. To
demonstrate this, we analyzed directing that immerses readers in a play, focusing on the webtoon “Jolly Outcast”, which is the
original work of the feature film “Concrete Utopia”. We discovered that readers’ empathy with characters’ emotions and feelings
of identification are maximized when focalization and identification are combined in a complex manner. In addition, we concluded
that this process can be optimized via the unique directing of webtoons to create new meaning through a combination of text and
pictures and induces reader intervention through spaces.
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:,_I:I 1. £ A=+ AE Z=
Fig. 1. Main production webtoon genres
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“captured real Korean webtoon scenes
a8 5. Yol HE <wIet 2>
Fig. 5. A scene from Naver Webtoon <Pleasant Bullying>
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*captured real Korean webtoon scenes
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Fig. 6. A scene from Naver Webtoon <Pleasant Bullying>
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Fig. 7. A scene from Naver Webtoon <Pleasant Bullying>
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