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[Abstract]

This paper presents the analysis results of the characteristics and trends of virtual idols, from 1996 with Date Kyoko to 2023
with the Plave Group, using the common analytical framework. By defining the concept of virtual idols, which has been
ambiguously used in previous studies, and building upon prior research, this study analyzes 17 virtual idols based on the following
categories: first, basic information such as member composition; second, activity areas based in the real world; third, appearance
and expressive capabilities including humanoid and non-humanoid forms; fourth, song genres and vocals; and fifth, fandom size
and the amount of fan-made upward and fan-engaged downward content. Through the analysis, this study identifies the progress
of group-based virtual idols; emergence of groups comprising both real and virtual members; increasing diversity in the
representation of fully humanoid, non-humanoid, and cartoonish forms; expansion of activity domains in the real world; and
changes in the details of fandom content. This research is significant as the first paper to provide an overview of the flow and

trends of virtual idols over 30 years.
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Team - ‘ Debut ’ October 21, 2011
_— Virtual See U(17 years old / F/ South Korea)
(Birth/Gender/
Nationality) .
MV Ad Radio Social Media
Broad Sense
Real World Based o
Activitics Concert Fan Mecting Music Show
Narrow Sense
o - o
Appearance Humanoid Nonrealistic
Type
M
_ Ky
Virtual Figure .
(Happiness)
Shout out
your
dreams.
o Genres K-POP/ Ballad / gukak
ofa Singer -
Vocal Specch Synthesis
Music Chart Album Sales Video Views Fan Club
Fandom Size
6.11IM
Pop Culturc
Content
Fandom Fan-made Fan-engaged
&
p
Content Fanfiction, Fan art, Comics, Song, MV Cover Song

J3 8. M7 &4
Fig. 8. Analysis of See U



Team ’ Debut I July 12,2012
- Virtual Luo Tianyi(15 years old / F/ China)
(Birth/Gender/
Nationality) ——
MV Ad Radio Social Media
Broad Sense
Real World Based g 9 2 el i
Activitics Concert Fan Meeting Music Show
Narrow Sense
o o
Appeaie Humanoid Non-realistic
ype
Virtual Figure ﬂ E
Expressiveness | (Happiness) | (Sadness)
With This song,
countless | S gein
SOMOWS | giing to
and joys ya
. ) Genres C-POP/J-POP
of a Singer _
Vocal Speech Synthesis
Music Chart Album Sales Video Views Fan Club
Fandom Size
= 4.02M o
Pop Culture
Content
Fandom Fan-made Fan-engaged
B .4
Content Game, Fan art, Song, MV Cosplay, Cover Dance, Cover Song

a8 9. FElo] 24
Fig. 9. Analysis of Luo Tianyi
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Team Squid Sisters ‘ Debut Tuly 13,2016
Member Virtual Callie(24 years old/ F/ -) Marie(24 years old/ F/ -)
Nationality) Fhistaii
MV Ad Radio Social Media
Broad Sense
Real World Based ° -
Activitics Concert Fan Mecting Music Show
Narrow Sense
o
Appearance Non-humanoid Non-realistic
ype
F 4
Virtual Figure i ‘ ) —~—
(Happiness)
(Sadness)
Cnergy With | oy destiny.
me.
) Genres 1-POP
Cl
ofaSinger Vocal Authentic Voice (Provider: Public)
Music Chart Album Sales Video Views Fan Club
Fandomn Size
12.26M
Pop Culture
Content
Fandom Fan-made Fan-engaged
Content Fan art, Comics

10. 23 E A|AEE 2N
Fig. 10. Analysis of Squid Sisters
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Team K/DA ’ Debut | November 4, 2018
Member Virtual Abri(-/ F/ South Korea) Akali(-/ F/ USA) Evelynn(-/ F/ USA) Kai'Sa(-/ F/ USA)
(Birth/Gender/
Nationality) -
MV Ad Radio Social Media
Broad Sense
Real World o
Based
Activities Concert Fan Meeting Music Show
Narrow Sense
o
Appossance Humanoid / Non-humanoid Non-realistic
Type
i
Virtual Figure - .
Expressiveness | (Happiness)
T'm (Sadness)
confidentin | 1wanna
facing off | break
against you.
» Genres Dance
Cl
of a Singer — - -
Vocal Authentic Voice (Provider: Public)
Music Chart Album Sales Video Views Fan Club
Fandom Size
No. 1 550M
Pop Culture
Content
Fandom Fan-made Fan-engaged
Bottom-up
Content Faadh, Colon Readfionifion Dance challenge, Cosplay, Cover
Dance, Cover Song

g 11. K/DA &4

Fig. 11. Analysis of K/DA

Team ‘ Debut ‘ April 12,2019
Wbl Virtual APOKI(2019/ F/ -)
(Birth/Gender/
Nationality) p— .
MV Ad Radio Social Media
Broad Sensc
Real World o o o o 52 days
Based
Activities Concert Fan Meeting Music Show
Narrow Sense
o o
AP";;;:““ Non-humanoid Non-realistic
I 8
N
Virtual Figure
o (Happiness) | (Anger) | (Sadness)
Youare | Youmake | Stpsaying
gonnabe | mefeelso | ¥ I0v e
mine again good pow o |
a Genres. Dance
of a Singer
Vocal Authentic Voice (Provider: Private)
Music Chart Album Sales Video Views Fan Club
Fandom Size
- 9.7M
Pop Culture
Content
Raiidotn Fan-made Fan-engaged
Bottom-up
Content Fan art Cover Dance

g 12. ottty 24

Flg. 12. Analysis of Apoki
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Team ETERNITY Debut March 21, 2021
Hyejin (1999/ F/ South Korea) Minji(2000/ F/ South Korea) Yeorum(2000/ F/ South Korea)
Virtual Seo-A(2002/ F/ South Korea) Sujin(2003/ F/ South Korea) Dain(-/F/ South Korea)
Member < Cho-Rong(-/F/ South Korea) Zae-In(-/F/ South Korea) Ji-Woo(-/F/ South Korea)
(Birth/Gender/ Sarang(-/F/ South Korea) Yejin(-/F/ South Korea)
Nationality)
Human
My Ad Radio Social Media
Broad Sense
Real World Based 9 g o ) 6:3.dayx
AT Concert Fan Meeting Music Show
Narrow Sense
o
Appearaicy Humanoid Realistic
Type
7
Virtual Figure
Expressiveness | (Happiness)
ere's
nothing to be
afraid of, as
long as we're
together.
Genres Dance
Cl
of a Singer - -
Vocal Authentic Voice (Provider: Private)
Music Chart Album Sales Video Views Fan Club
Fandom Size
6.5M o
Pop Culture
Content
Fandom Fan-made Fan-engaged
B P
Content Reaction video Dance challenge

a3 13. O|HL{E| &4
Fig. 13. Analysis of Eternity
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‘ Debut

Team ISEGYEIDOL December 17, 2021
INE(1994/ F/ South Korea) INGBURGER(1995/ F/ South Korea)
Member Virtual LILPA(1996/ F/ South Korea) JURURU(1997/ F/ South Korea)
Birth/Gender/ GOSEGU(1998/ F/ South Korea) VIICHAN(2000/ F/ South Korea)
Nationality) _
MV Ad Radio Social Media
Broad Sense
Real World Based 2 i et
Actiyities Concert Fan Meeting Music Show
Narrow Sense
o o
Agpearancn Humanoid Non-realistic
Type
Virtual Figure [
Expressiveness | (Happiness) | (Anger) | (Sadness)
Thosethat | Headup, | Againlput
are meant we're the on a mask
to be with Classic in and head off
ou this scene | 10 see you
o Genres Dance / Ballad
of a Singer — -
Vocal Authentic Voice (Provider: Private)
Music Chart Album Sales Video Views Fan Club
Fandom Size
No.1 15.07M o
Pop Culture
Content
o Fan-made Fan-engaged
Bottom-up [~ Reaction video, Official video cditing
Content (music, fun, relationships), Fan art, Cover Dance, Cover Song

18 14. O|AMIA otol
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Fig. 14. Analysis of ISEGYEIDOL
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Team SAGONG_EE_HO ‘ Debut June 11,2022
Member Virtual XOONY(18 years old/ F/ -) OREER.C(-/ M/ -) ITAEWON PARK(-/ M/ -)
(Birth/Gender/
Nationality) Hiimiai
% Ad Radio Social Media
Broad Sense
Real World Based 1 2 2 Ivag
Activities Concert Fan Meeting Music Show
Narrow Sense
o
AppeEme Humanoid / Non-humanoid Non-realistic
ype
Virtual Figure a
(Happiness)
Isee you
everyday
Genres Dance
Ch
of a Singer
Vocal Authentic Voice (Provider: Private)
Music Chart Album Sales Video Views Fan Club
Fandom Size
Pop Culture
Content
Fandom Fan-made Fan-engaged
Bottom-up
Content Video (reaction, compilation of S
comments, music video analysis)

a8 15. ABOlE 4
Fig. 15. Analysis of Sagong ee ho
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Team SUPERKIND ‘ Debut | June 20,2022
Virtual SAEJIN(-/ M/ South Korea) SEUNG(-/ M/ South Korea)
Member
(‘:\""'?’Gﬁ'?de'/ EUGENE(1999/ M/ South Korea) GEON(2000/ M/ South Korea)
ationality) Human DAEMON(2001/ M/ South Korea) Si0(2004/ M/ South Korea)
JIDV(2004/ M/ South Korea)
MV Ad Radio Social Media
Broad Sense
Real World Based i 2 kil
Kotiitic Concert Fan Mecting Music Show
Narrow Sense
Appearance -
N Humanoid Realistic
ype
-
Virtual Figure K ] €
(Happiness) | (Anger)
We gon” 1 like you
gon’ when you're
forever moody
Genres Dance / POP
Cl
of a Singer )
Vocal Authentic Voice (Provider: Private)
Music Chart Album Sales Video Views Fan Club
Fandom Size
NO. 60 157M o
Pop Culture
Content
Fandom Fan-made Fan-engaged
Bottom-up ST —
Content ideo (reaction, compilation o
comments, music video analysis) Cosn Dacos, Dano shellimge

a8 16. #EHICIE 24
Fig. 16. Analysis of Superkind

2
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Fig. 17. Sagong_ee_ho, who adopts an unrealistic depiction
(left), and the members of Superkind, consisting of
virtual members and real humans (right)
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Team MAVE: | Debut ’ T
Virtual SIU:(20 years old/ F/ South Korea) ZENA:(20 years old/ F/ Paris)
Member & TYRA:(19 years old/ F/ USA) MARTY:(19 years old/ F/ Jakarta)
(Birth/Gender/
Nationality) Husiaa
MV Ad Radio Social Media
Broad Sense
Real World o o 0.7 days
Based
Activities Concert Fan Mecting Music Show
Narrow Sense
o
AP";;‘;““ Humanoid Realistic
Vil e ﬂ |
R (Sadness)
(Happiness) | shh, Il find
Wegrab | i, the secret
victory you've been
hiding,
Genres Dance / POP
Cl
of a Singer - - - -
Vocal Authentic Voice (Provider: Public / Private) / Speech Synthesis
Music Chart Album Sales Video Views Fan Club
Fandom Size
No.23 34M o
Pop Culture
Content
Féi Fan-made Fan-engaged
Bottom-up
Content Cover Dance
= H HA
J8 18. Hio|= &AM
Fig. 18. Analysis of Mave
Team PLAVE ‘ Debut | March 12, 2023
Virtual 'YEJUN(2001/M/-) NOAH(2001/M/-) BAMBY(2002/M/-)
Member EUNHO(2003/M/-) HAMIN(-/M/-)
(Birth/Gender/
Nationality) _—
MV Ad Radio Social Media
Broad Sense
Real World o o 0.8 days
Based
Activities Concert Fan Meeting Music Show
Narrow Sense
o o
A"‘.’rc;'z““" Humanoid Non-realistic
2 S ;
=
Virtual Figure - L] f—
. . (Happiness)
rprossiveness | (Surprise) | (g gnesg) Every day,
Imalways | (Anger) :
ou, the 0 I'm always
l;"’""‘md at | personl . I talking to
e "8 | cantt forget | "MW | myselflike
this.
o . Genres Dance / POP
of a Singer N K K
Vocal Authentic Voice (Provider: Private)
Music Chart Album Sales Video Views Fan Club
Fandom Size
No. 63 30K 3.24M o
Pop Culture
Content
Fandom Fan-made Fan-engaged
Bottom-up
Content Official video editing (music,
glitches)
= H =
a8 19. E2lole &4

Fig. 19. Analysis of Plave
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Fig. 20. The real-world based activity domains of virtual
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activity domains among the total of seven

domains)
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