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[Abstract]

As the automobile industry is expected to expand the utilization of the metaverse, protecting intellectual property in the virtual
space, in addition to protecting it in the real world, is becoming important. Moreover, the increase in the creation and distribution
of content in the metaverse will inevitably result in legal disputes surrounding the unauthorized use of automotive designs.
Therefore, this study addresses the scope and limitations of protecting the intellectual property rights for automotive designs in the
metaverse and proposes measures for their appropriate protection. The amendment of the definition of image design and the scope
of execution of an image design under the Korean Design Protection Act is necessary for effectively protecting automotive designs
in the metaverse. However, it is also vital to introduce provision-limiting design rights and seeking a balance between the legal

interests under the Unfair Competition Prevention and Protection of Trade Secret Act and freedom of expression.
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J8 1. Z24 356
Fig. 1. Porsche 356
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constitutes the use of the trademark
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Design Protection
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