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[Abstract]

The purpose of this study is to understand the determining factors for the Facebook news contents selection. More specifically,
this study examines how partisan selective exposure and social endorsement (the number of 'likes' in Facebook) influence
individuals’ news selection. A 2(political predisposition: conservative/progressive) X 2(social endorsement: high/low) experimental
design was used to test the hypotheses and research questions. The results showed that participants selected news contents based
on their own political predisposition(t=-2.06, p<.05) and also utilized social endorsement cues in the process of news
selection(t=2.79, p<.01).
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Table 1. The relationships between individuals’ political
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Table 2. The relationships between individuals’ support for
conservative groups and their news source selection
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Table 4. The relationships between the number of likes
and individuals’ involvement with the news story
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type involvement with the news value | value
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Table 5. The relationships between the number of likes
and individuals’ interest with the news story

# of likes # of likes
news (low) (high) " t b
type interest in the news value i value
mean SD mean SD
hard & 544 148 558 155 44 -42 | .680
news
SO | 553 128 673  1.30 | 44 -4.06 | .000
news
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