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[Abstract]

The purpose of this study was to investigate factors affecting suicidal plan of elderly people who live alone in an
urban-rural complex area. Depression, experience of past suicide attempts, and suicidal ideation explained suicidal plan 44.6%,
and suicidal ideation had the greatest influence among them. Factors affecting suicidal ideation were age, religion, housing
type, subjective poverty, alcohol drinking, depression, suicide of family or acquaintances, experience of past suicide attempts,
and psychiatric treatment experience related to suicide. In order to prevent suicide of elderly people who live alone, careful
management of them with depression, experience of past suicide attempts and suicidal ideation is necessary. In addition,
reducing the suicidal ideation through policies and programs to improve the physical and mental health and to eliminate

poverty of the elderly people who live alone can have the effect of reducing their suicide risk.
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Table 1. General Characteristics (N=5,846) Table 2. Depression and Suicide Related Factors
Variables Categories n(%) (N=5,846)
Gend Male 1,274(21.8)
enaer Female 4,572(78.2) Variables Categories n(%) M£SD
65-74 2,420(41.4) 5.871+4.31
Age(years) 75-84 2,658(45.5) Depression High-risk 2,000(34.) 11.02+2.23
=85 768(13.1) Low-risk 3,846(65.) 3.20£2.18
Illiteracy 3,166(54.2) Current suicidal | Yes 304(5.2)
Elementary 1,643(28.1) ideation No 5,542(94.)
Educational Middle school 556( 9.5) Health
- 156(2.7)
level High school 381(6.5) problem
College 97(1.7) Flnaglmal 93(1.6)
Graduate school 3(0.3) problem o
Loneliness 73(1.2
Religion None 3.461(69.2) Causes Famil
Have 2,385(40.8) of . Y1 12(0.2)
Homeowner 3,622(62.0) suicidal ideation glscorfdl .
Housing Jeonse 310( 5.3) Wi?hn icts
type Monthly rent 1,243(21.3) friends or 1(0.0)
Others 671(11.5) colleagues
Social Basic livelihood 873(14.9) Others 21(0.4)
security Near poor 339(5.8) Current suicidal | Yes 47(0.8)
General 4,634(793) p|an No 51799(99)
Very poor 1,199(20.5) Suicide of Yes 143(2.4)
biect] Poor 2,816(48.2) family or
ngéer;:tlve Moderate 1,742(29.8) acquaintances No 5,703(97.)
poverty Rich 79(1.4) Experience qf'd Yes 142( 2.4)
Very rich 10(0.2) past suicide
N 5,704(97.
Physical Yes 5,567(95.2) attempts ° 704(97.)
illness No 279( 4.8) Nqnjé)er " tof 1 4241 25
Social Yes 1,352(23.1) suicide attempts
service No 4,494(76.9) Hanging 18(0.3)
None 4,924(84.2) Pesticide 28( 0.5)
< Once a month 359(6.1) Jumping 22(0.4)
Once a month 207( 3.5) Past Gas 4(0.1)
Alpohol Once a week 140( 2.4) suicide methods | Self-harm 2(0.0)
drinking 2-3 times a week 126(2.2) Drowning 14(0.2)
4-5 times a week 27( 0.5) Drug 60( 1.0)
Almost everyday 63(1.1) Others 2(0.0)
Psychiatric
treatment Yes 36( 0.6)
experience
related to
o| 22 |:|| ) o] AX No 5,810(99.)

A =91 tidAbe] it -39 5.87(SD:4.31)H eI
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Table 3. Suicidal Plan by General Characteristics
(N=5,846)

Current suicidal plan
Variables Categories Yes No ¥
n(%) | n(%) P
20 1,254
Male !
(1.6) | (98.4)
Gender . 57 4.545 11.98 .001
(0.6) | (99.4)
28 2,392
e5m74 (1.2) | (98.8)
Age _ 17 2,641
(years) 75-84 (0.6) | (99.4) 7.53 023
2 766
>
=8 0.3) | (99.7)

e EESEA SHLlo At 2{FM 2 Hekeolof| ghek ot
llliteracy 22 3,144
(0.7) | (99.3)
Elementary 12 1,631
(0.7) | (99.3)
) 5 551
Educational Middile school (0.9) | (99.1) 584 323
level High school ! 374 . '
(1.8) | (98.2)
1 96
College (1.0) | (99.0)
Graduate 0 3
school (0.0) | (100.0)
None 22 3,439
Religion (02';5) ;9264(3 3.01 .083
Have (1.0) | (99.0)
20 3,602
Homeowner (0.6) (99.4)
Jeonse 4 306
Housing (1.3) (98.7) 12.35 006
type 19 1,224 ’ ’
Monthly rent (1.5) (98.5)
4 667
Others (0.6) | (99.4)
Basic 11 862
livelihood (1.3) (98.7)
Social 2 337
seourity Near poor (0.6) (99.4) 2.76 252
General 34 4,600
(0.7) | (99.3)
Very poor 21 1,178
(1.8) (98.2)
Poor 18 2,798
(0.6) (99.4)
Subjective 8 1,734
poverty Moderate (0.5) (99.5) 17.77 .001
) 0 79
Rich (0.0) | (100.0)
) 0 10
Very rich (0.0) | (100.0)
Yes 0 279
Physical (0.0) | (100.0) 538 123
illness No 47 5,520 ’ ’
(0.8) | (99.2)
Yes 37 4,457
Social (0.8) | (99.2) 0.09 763
service No 10 1,342 ' ’
(0.7) | (99.3)
None 35 4,889
(0.7) | (99.3)
< Once 3 356
a month (0.8) (99.2)
3 204
Once a month (1.4) (98.6)
Alcohol 2 138
drinking Once a week (1.4) (98.6) 1.16 .327
2-3 times 3 123
a week (2.4) (97.6)
4-5 times 0 27
a week (0.0) | (100.0)
Almost 1 62
everyday (1.6) (98.4)
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Table 4. Correlations among Variables (N=5,846) Table 5. Factors Affecting Suicidal Plan (N=5,846)
t suicidal pl
Variables Categories CHEN oswmda pan
. . Psychiatric OR (95% Cl) p
Suicide of | Eqaiee
Current | Current } treatment ) 1.05
L - family or | of past . High-risk .048
Variables suicidal | suicidal acquaint | suicide expenience (1.01-8.03)
ideation | plan ances . related to Depression 1
suicide LowTsk (Referent)
1.46
r(p) Yes <.001
Current Experience of past (2.18-8.57)
ici -333 suicide attempts 1
suicidal 3
N
plan (<.001) o (Referent)
. 4.10
Suicide of Y <.001
fami 187 .097 Current suicidal o (23.16-158.13)
amiy or 1 (<.001) | (<.001)
aoouaintances ’ ’ ideation No 1
Experience (Referent)
of past .288 247 176 0 (Constant) -7.35 <.001
suicide (<.001) | (<.001) | (<.001)
attempts qucct prediction 99.2
Psychiatric (%)
treatment . 038 087 385 Hosmer—Lemeshow #=2.49, di=1. p=115
experience : : : . test o U
related to (<.001) (<.001) | (<.001) (<.001) -
suicide Nagelkerke R 446
Depression .231 105 .063 142 .091 OR=0dds ratio; Cl=Confidence interval.
(<.001) (<.001) | (<.001) (<.001) | (<.001)
]|
3-4 CHAIKIC| 2 3! AIat 201 210 AR
thgol Azt Q= Seitetel w9l AAEAE

AT A=) & 2 2t AEQQ1E k] A
ZA31= Table 49} 2ok, A L(=231), A 8)(1=.105), 7}
Folut A9l T A (r=063), T AEA = (=142) R A
2 Q3 AaaAzdelsts A8 AAE=091)> BF fro
p<.001°.% -3} F-o 3 A & Bl
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